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' CARTICLES of IMPEACHMENT . 
VS AND _ = 
in bk foes! cries end ofiocr, 
againſt THOMAS Earl of D ANBT 
it Lord High TREASURER of 
etl IENGL AND. 
* ' Mr they vere delivered in to the Houſe of Lords in the 
| Name of the Commons of England, by Sir 
. Henry Capel, December 23, 1678. 
Together wvith a Letter of the Lord Treaſurers to My, \/ 
_ Montague, /ate Exbiſſador in France. 
"Hat he bath Traiterouſly encroacht to himſelf Re- 
-j- gall Power, by treating in matters of Peace and 
| - y "| Warwith Forreigizminiſtersand Embaſſadors,and 7 
giving Inſtructions tw his Majcfties Embaſſadors abroad, F 
' Without communicating the ſame tothe Secretaries of State 
2nd the reſt of his: Myjefties Counſel, againſt the expreſs _ + - 
Declaration: of his Majefty and his Parliament, thereby in- 
Ging todefeat and overthrow the Proviſion that has been 
Iberately made by his Majcfty and his Parliment for the 
Preſervation of his Majefties Kingdoms and Do- 
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That he hath Traiterouſly endeavoured to fubvert the 
Anticnt apd well eftablithed Form of Gaverninent ju this 
Kingdom, and inſtead thereof to introduce an Arbitrary 
and Tyrannical way ofGovetnment, and the better to 


eff=Ct this-his purpoſe he did,def 7 raiſitfg 16tgniArmy 
Jr | 
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upon pretence of a War agaipſt 


FR IT > French King, and to 
continue the fame as a Standing Army within this king- 
dom; And an Army beirlg farailed and no War enſueing, 
an AQ of Parliment having paſt to pay, and disband 
the ſame, and 2.great:fum. of :miouy beinj2rated for that 
end, he did'continue the Army confarytotheſaidtAct, and 
mifimployedthe ſaid mony given for the disbanding, tothe 
coutinuance thereof, and _1tfued outof his Majefties Reve- 
nues divers great ſums of mony for the ſaid purpoſe, and 
willtuly neglected to take Security;ofthe Peyzmaſersofche 
Army, as the faid AQ required,.. whereby thefaid Law is 
eluded, and tne Army 1s yet continued tothe great danger 
and un-neceflary charge of his Majeſty and the whole 


% 


HL. 


That he Traiterouſly intending and deſigning to Alien- 
ate the hearts and affefions of his Majefties good SubjeAs 
from his Royal Perſon and Government, and to hinder.the 


EY meeting of Parliaments, and to deprive his Sacred Majelty 
++ of their ſafe and | wholfom Counſel, and therebyto 
-* + alter the Conſtitution of the Government of this Kingdom 


did propoſe and-negotiate a Peace for the French King, 
upon tearms diſadyantagious to the; Intreft. of his Majeſty 
and his Kingdoins, for the doing-whereof he'did /endea- 
your to procure a great ſum of mony from the French King 


tor enabling him to maintaine and carry on his ſailtraterous | 


. deſigns and purpoſes, to the hazard of his MajefticsPerſon 
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'” Fhathe is Popiſhly affeCted, and hath Traiterouſly con. 
cealed (after he had notice ) the. late horrid and bloody Plot 
andConfpiracy,contrived bythe Papifts,againſt hisMajeſties 
perſon and Goyernment.: and hath ſuppreft, the Eyidence 
and reproachfully diſcountenanced the Kings Witneſſes in 
the Diſcovery of it, in favour of Popery, immediately tead- 
ing to the diftruction of the Kings facred Perſon and the 
Subvertion of the Proteſtant Religion. 
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of his Majeſties Exchequer , and ſeyeral Branches of his 


Reyenue for unveceffary Penſions and ſecret Services, to 


# [| 


he vallue of, 2 31602 /., withiu two years, and that he hath 


wholly diverted gut af the knownMethod and Government 
of the Exchequer one whole Branch of his Majeſfties Re- 
venue to private Uſes, without any account tobe madeof it to 
his 2ajefty in his Exchequer, contrary to the expreſs A& 
of Parliament, which granted the ſame, and he hath re- 
moved two of his ajefties Commiſſioners of that part 
of theRevenue,for refuſing to conſent toſuch his unwarrant 
able aQtings therein,and to advance mony upon that branch 
of the Revenue for private uſes, 


VI, 


That he hath by Indirea- means procured from his 
Majeſty-to himſelf divers confidrable Guifts and Grants 
of Inheritance , of the Antient Revenue of the Crown, 
even contrary to AQts of Parliament, 


Az F. 


" Thathe hath waſted the Kings Treaſure, by Iſſuing out 
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For which matters and thirigs 

Burgeſſes of the Commons ip Parliament, do in the name 
of themſelves,and of all the Commons of E:2/erd, Impeach 
the ſaid Thomas Earl of Danby, Lord High Treaſurer of 
Enzland, of HIGH, TREASON, and other high 
Crimes, Miſdemeanors and Offences, in the faid Articles 
contained : And'the faid Commons by Proteftation, ſa- 
 ving to themſelves the liberty ofexhibiting at any time here- 
after any other Accuſation 6r Impeachment againſt the ſaid 
Earl, and alſo of Replying to the Anſwers which the ſaid 
Thomas Earl of Danby ſhall make to the Premiſles, or any of 
them, or avy Impeachiment oy accuſation that ſhall be by 
them Exhibited, as the Cauſe. (according to Courſe and 
Proceedings of Parliament / ſhall require ;Do pray thatthe 
faid Thomas Earl of Dazby,may be putto Anſwerall aud 
every the Premiſes, that fuch Proceedings, Tryals, Exa- 
minations and Judgments may be upon them, and ever 
one of them, had and uſed, as ſhall be agreeable to | aw and 
Juſtice, and that he may be ſequeſtered from Parliament, 
and forthwith committed to fate Cuſtody. 


the Knights, Cittizens and 
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The tord TR E ASURERS Letter to Mr. Montague, 


che KINGS late Embaſſadour in France, 
| March 258; 1678. 


Hy Lord, © 2 

No ves my writing to you by Mr. Brisban, the Reſolves 

have been altered as to the ſending you loftruRtions 
( as yet) for the propoſing any thing to the French King, 
for the Particulars which will be conſented to on the part of 
the Confederates r aud of which this is a Coppy ) will be 
communicated toyou by Mr. Secretary Coventry, but you 
will have noother direRion from him about them but ouly 
thereby to be erabled to find the Pulſe of the Xing or his 
Minifters , at leaft againſt the time that you ſlll receive 
Orders to make the Propoſalls to him, That you may 
Kaow from whence the nicety of that Aﬀair proceeds, it 
is neceſſary to inform you, That for fear of its being ill reſent- 
ed by the Parliament here, the King will not make any /-ro- 
poſal atallofpeace,unleſs he ſhall be preſt toit bythe Confe- 
derates : And alchough, by Mr. Godolphin, he is ſut- 
ficiently informed, that they defire a Peace uponthe Arti. 
cles ſent you by the Secretarle, yet not having received 
that defire formally, the Conncil will notadviſe his Majeſty 
to let his Embaſſador propoſe that which he is not formally 
impowredto make good; and ſoby ſtaying for that formal 


| Power, which by Lerter his Majefty is ſufficiently enabled 
| topropole,the time willbe loſt for effeRing thePeace, if atall 
| itcanbehad. Toſupply this defe& then, and to prevent 


_ the Xin s ſending again into Holland before he know the 


| Know, that you ate to make the Propoſitions incloſed to 


mind of Frarxce, Iam Commanded by his Majeſty to let you 


the 


[.6] 
the Xing of France, and to tell him, the King will under- 
take for the ſeeing them made good on the patt of Spazn, 
and Holland, in cafe they ihall be accepted by him. 4 iz 
your Anſvver you muit write the ſame thing to the Secreta« 
ries by wyay only of having felt the King of France his Pulſe, 
which you muſt doito the King'as a full Anfvver from the 
King of France, and ſuch an one as his Majeity may depend 
upon vyhatever that shall be. For the more dexterous man. 
agement ofthis Aﬀaire,the King is adviſedtoſhew theſe Pro. 
poſitions to 246n/7eur Berrillon,but not to give him a Coppy, 
ſo that by the ſtrength of memory. it is. expeted he ſhall 
write to his Maſter, and by that meanes only are we to hope 
for an Anſwer to a matter of this, vaſt importanceand con» 
ſequently. You may imagine what a ſatisfaQtion weare like 
to reape from it when it comes. 1 doubt not but by your 
ConduCt it willbe brought toa ſpeedy iſſue, which is of ag 
oreat importance as the thing it.ſelf,;there being no- condk 
tion worſe for his Majeſty, than his ſtanding anreſolyed be» 
twixt Peace and War. . 1 find by 4onfieur Berrillon, [That 
it is like ſome places which are dependances upon greater 
Townes may be demanded by the X. of F. butif he intend 
a Peace (which you. will do very well ta, know his mind 
fully in | you- may juftly {ay, that you hope he will neither 
ſtand upon one ſingle place, tho a Fortified one, nor upon 
avy place unfortified, which is a dependant upon thoſe 
whicharetobe reſtored to Spain. And if any thing thall be 
moved about Sy to remaininthe Frexch hands until the: 
Peace of S$yyeden be concluded. Youareonly.to fay, that: 
you arenot jmpowred to ſay any thing upon it : And you 
are confident the King hath done all he could to get the ut- 
moſt Conditions that would be conſented to : Only you 
are to ſay, the King hath again ſent about, Conde, not 
being well ſatisfied Log ha have not left in his-power to 


give or retuſe as.he ſhould have found it convenient; and! 


hopc.th Rill for ſome good Anſwer, x. Incaſe the 
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ens of Peace Shall be accepted The King expedts 10 have 


fix Millions of Livers yearly, for three years, Jrom the time 


that this Agreement $1 all be figned betyveen his Majeſty and 
the Ling of France : Becauſe it will be tovo or three years 


before he can hope to find his Parliament in humour to give him 
:Supplys, after the having made any Peace vvith France. 


The' Embaſſador here hath agreed to the ſum, but wt 


for ſo long a time. If you find the Peace will not be ac- 


cepted, you are not to mention the money at all. And all 


. poſſible care muſt be taken to have this whole-Negotiation 


as private as pollible, for fear of giving offence at-home, 


-when; for the moſt part we. hear in ten days after any 


thing that is communicated tothe French Aztinifters, 1 muit 
again repeat to you, that whatſoever. you write on this Sub- 
je& to the Secretarie / zo vv/om you muſt not mention one ſyl- 
lable of the money ) you mult ſay only as athing you believe 


they willconſent toif you had power formally to n:ake theſe 


demands, Pray ivform your {clf of the bottom of what 
is to be expeRted from France, and aflure them that you be- 


lieve this. will be the laſt time that you thall receive any Pro- 


ficions ofa Peace it theſe be {phrted, as indeed I bclieyeir 
will, ſo that you may take your own 4aſuresas well as the 
Kings uponit, I am ; 
Your Excellencies moſt faithful. 


and obedient $crvant; © 


March 2 5. 78. 


DANBY. © 
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Now letitpenoted that this very Letter was writby the 
Treaſuror in that very Seſſion in the beginning whereof (the 


'betrer to perſwade the Parliament that our Cour: did realy 


intend to make a warr apainft Frazce) he cauſed to be writen 
and publiſhed a Book intituled Chris:iamns Chriſtianandus 


in which he renders the French Kingas blackas H E L- 
it ſelfe. And after he had (by this and ſuchlike falactes ) 
-prevailed withthe Pa7/;amert to give money to raiſe ſo:great 


a Navalland Land force to make an actual Warr with France 


-( asthe Tizle and Body of the Pole Billdeclars ) Hedoth 
-as you ſee but 5. dayes afterthe paſling the ſame in a clan- 


deftinewvay ( though to the violating the Royall yvord aud 


Faith of the Nation) labour roftrik up a Peareand obtaine 
ſuchvaſt ſammes, of mony from the French Kine ( whom 
-he thought the terrour of our C1rmes would now oblige 
to graunt any thing) As he might thereby be inabled to 
alter and change the legall and Ancient Government of 
-England, By - laying-afide Parliaments ( as ill-humonred 


thivgs) And introducing an abſolute power by a fixed 


ftanding Army. 


How well this man hath deſerved of his Country, And 
whether the Juſtice of the Nation can be fatiftfied till he be 
made as gacat an:Example in Punis-zent as he hath been in 
»iſchiefe Let all men Judg.,.: | S 
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